


28 AUGUST 1, 2011   THE NONPROFIT TIMES www.nptimes.com

TOP5O
THENONPROFITTIMES POWER&INFLUENCE

★’11

Diana Aviv
President & CEO

Independent Sector
Washington, D.C.

Smart, engaging and generally the most politically savvy
person in any room,Aviv has maneuvered Independent

Sector into not just a political role, but also one as a convener
of thought leadership. Lots of people try doing that, few

are succeeding and none are as triumphant.

Elizabeth Boris
Founding Director

Center on Nonprofits and Philanthropy, Urban Institute
Washington, D.C.

Through the CNP, Boris warned about problems with
government contracts that would worsen the recession’s impact on
the charitable sector. She was right. It wasn’t the first time she was
the sector’s coal mine canary.The sector operates on numbers and

she runs a team that’s the best in the business.

Michael Brown
CEO & Co-Founder

City Year
Boston, Mass.

A noted social entrepreneur, he believes that nonprofits hold the key
to improved public education.A City Year member assigned to a

school gets a list of absentees and gets those not sick back in the
classroom, helping to deal with the issues that kept those kids out.

He’s proven that money is nice, but people make the real difference.

Dan Busby
President

Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability
Winchester, Va.

Busby continues to be the financial sheriff for the evangelical
community. He formed the Commission on Accountability and

Policy for Religious Organizations, spearheading an independent
national effort to review and provide input on major accountability

and policy issues affecting religious organizations.

Geoffrey Canada
Founder & CEO

Harlem Children’s Zone
New York, N.Y.

The darling of funders seeking urban education models, Canada
has been everywhere, talking education from the time a baby is
delivered through graduation from college. It’s a tough model to

replicate without funding, but a lot of people are trying.

Emmett Carson
President & CEO

Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Mountain View, Calif.

Carson is starting to annoy a lot of people.Actually,he’s been doing it
for quite some time.He engineered a $1.5 billion merger and in his

spare time he has the temerity to question the basic tenets and philoso-
phies of the sector.But he is so nice when doing it you hardly realize

you’ve been smacked around by someone much smarter than you.

Ray Chambers
Founder

MCJ Amelior Foundation
Morristown, N.J.

What do the Dalai Lama and Goldie Hawn have in common?
Ray Chambers. He’s spent a lifetime and has used his checkbook to

put people together from disparate communities believing that
good will emerge, from national service via the Points of Light

Institute to peace at the Newark Peace Education Summit
where the Dalai Lama and Hawn appeared.

Cheryl Dorsey
President
Echoing Green Foundation
New York, N.Y.
A wall of her office carries a quote from Robert Schuller:“What
would you attempt to do if you knew you could not fail?”From her
kitchen table with a fellow physician she launched a medical van
service in low-income neighborhoods. Now she helps finance other
social entrepreneurs who think big.

Vicki Escarra 
President & CEO
Feeding America
Chicago, Ill.
Millions of people in the United States will not go hungry tonight
because of the network evolution and rebranding Escarra leads at
Feeding America.There are now 61,000 agencies across the nation
somehow tied to the organization, and that kind of muscle moves
the conversation regarding food insecurity and basic human need.

Brian Gallagher
President & CEO
United Way Worldwide
Alexandria, Va.
Growing up broke has never left the heart of Brian Gallagher.
He sees more than most CEOs and comes up with plans to fix
what he sees that is askew. His common sense and common man
approach has focused United Way like a laser on core societal
problems, and the needle is moving.

Bill Gates
Co-Founder
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Seattle, Wash.
The name should require no further explanation. But, it’s more than
large piles of money. He is willing to fund things that might not
work, a very novel idea these days in the risk-averse foundation
world.And, of course, there are the large piles of money.

Helene D. Gayle
President & CEO
CARE USA
Atlanta, Ga.
This brilliant woman sits on the boards of more than a dozen
organizations that cover everything from poverty eradication to
health to education to world affairs.And, oh yeah, there was that
thing in Haiti that’s taken up some of her time. She’s a leader in
pushing nonprofits to act as social entrepreneurs to permanently
change the world.

Peter Goldberg 
President & CEO
Alliance for Children and Families
Milwaukee, Wisc.
The buzzword in the sector is “outcomes,”unless you are Goldberg
who favors “impact.”He has written:“The focus on outcomes and
accountability might also perversely lead us to be too cautious in
our aspirations.”He’s moving that idea through the 360 community
groups under multiple corporate entities that he leads.

John H. Graham IV
President & CEO
ASAE/The Center for Association Leadership
Washington, D.C.
While many organizations were retrenching during 2010,
ASAE’s annual conference had 700 more attendees and 100 more
exhibitors than 2009.Advocacy and lobbying are essential elements
of the American experience, and Graham is building the sector’s
capacity to make sure it stays that way.
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John S. Griswold
Executive Director

Commonfund Institute
Wilton, Conn.

Griswold directs Commonfund’s educational, market research
and professional development activities, which includes the

Commonfund Forum, the most important financial conference
in the sector – if you can get in. Only 550 people get to go;

it’s invitation-only access to some of the world’s great
financial minds and powerbrokers.

Wendy Harman
Director of Social Strategy

American Red Cross
Washington, D.C.

A group’s social networking can’t rely on one person downing
Diet Cokes all day. It’s organization-wide listening and coordinated

response, if necessary. She convinced higher-ups that blocking
staff access to social networks was pointless. She says

social media must touch, shock, and/or inspire and
that means opening up to constituents.

Scott Harrison
Founder & CEO

charity: water
New York, N.Y.

Harrison heads what just might be the structure of the international
charity of the future.Virtually virtual.“Of the future” for some

might conjure images of Gleason and Carney’s “Chef of the
Future” routine, but these kids probably have no idea

who they were, just as they have no idea how charities
were previously run. No walls. No silos. Just results.

Stephen B. Heintz
President

Rockefeller Brothers Fund
New York, N.Y.

He calls grant-making “acupuncture philanthropy,”limited dollars
applying pressure that triggers larger effects.Foundations should take
more risks to unlock potential.He has written:“We simply won’t meet
the profound challenges of our turbulent times if we fail to maximize

the use of all the resources at our disposal – intellectual and financial.”

Eileen R. Heisman
President & CEO

National Philanthropic Trust
Jenkintown, Pa.

As big gifts become more of a financial transaction than donation,
Heisman is becoming the go-to person when print and electronic

consumer media need planned giving and donor advised funds
explained in English. She can do it because she’s always

been a fundraiser, understanding donors small and large.

Melanie L. Herman
Executive Director

Nonprofit Risk Management Center
Leesburg, Va.

The sector’s go-to person on risk and analysis,her expertise has also
been called upon by the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB)

to serve its Not-for-Profit Advisory Committee,which provides input
on existing financial reporting guidance,current and proposed techni-

cal agenda projects,and longer-term or pervasive financial reporting.

Aaron Hurst
President & Founder
Taproot Foundation

New York, N.Y
He wasn’t the first to come up with the idea of hooking up for-profits

with nonprofit partners,but boy has he made it happen.Taproot has
recruited more than 10,000 business professionals as pro bono

consultants.And, they aren’t just any consultants,unless you think
Yahoo! is just another search portal. It’s capacity building at its finest.

Alberto Ibargüen
President & CEO
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
Miami, Fla.
Ibargüen is leading journalism into the new media age and its
impact on civic advancement is profound. He’s funding dozens of
local, digital news operations, fully expecting many of them to fail.
The ones that make it will transform a community’s information
needs.Web, radio and open source projects are all being funded.

Benjamin Jealous
President & CEO
NAACP
Baltimore, Md.
Yes, there are the traditional advocacy issues at NAACP. But one of his
focuses, government spending on education versus incarceration,
might have a greater long-term impact than most of the rest of the
agenda. He actually has some conservative groups on his side.

Irv Katz 
President
National Human Services Assembly
Washington, D.C.
Katz leads an 80-year-old alliance of more than 70 national nonprofit
human services agencies whose members touch nearly every
household in America.That’s clout, and he has the skills to mobilize.
He was a community impact guy long before it was cool.

Sr. Georgette Lehmuth
President & CEO
National Catholic Development Conference
Hempstead, N.Y.
Don’t let the wide smile and general good nature fool you. She can
be as tough as nails when going up against regulators, especially the
U.S. Postal Service, on behalf of her members. She is a leader on
faith-based fundraising issues and the need for such charities to be
aggressive and transparent.

Michael L. Lomax
President & CEO
UNCF
Fairfax, Va.
Lomax was touting cradle-through-college education long before
others started turning it into a public crusade. He has inspired almost
all of the programs that are now high-profile.With 400 programs
supporting 10,000 students annually, his views on expanding
educational opportunities on campus and online are legendary.

Nancy Lublin
Chief Executive Officer
Do Something
New York, N.Y.
Enough of the stuff about nonprofits learning how to run things
from for-profits. Nonprofits build brands without running Super
Bowl ads, she has said, and can teach business about doing more
with less. She’s also vocal about nonprofits shutting down when
mission is accomplished, rather than finding something else to do.

Kelly Lucas
President & CEO
Community Foundation of Greater South Wood County 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisc.
No small community foundation leader in America has more
influence and has set higher standards of excellence.She has provided
leadership in community development philanthropy that increases ac-
cess and opportunity.Rural philanthropy isn’t handing out cash; it’s
changing a workforce and economy,and that’s what she’s doing.
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